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October 9, 2022

Friends of Life,

I'm happy to share with you our 2022 General Election Candidate Survey. The importance of
selecting candidates who share our values couldn't have been more apparent than it was this
past year. At the local level, extreme liberal council members sided with the abortion industry to
institute a "buffer zone" outside the EMW abortion mill, negatively impacting the ability of
sidewalk counselors to offer a true choice for women at such a critical juncture. A local state
senator caved under pressure from abortion supporting colleagues, despite years of advertising
as "proud to always be a prolife vote." Then, unsurprisingly, Beshear 2.0 vetoed House Bill 3 - the
2022 prolife omnibus bill (thankfully legislators overrode that veto). And of course, at the federal
level we witnessed the implication of not having the votes to stop a Supreme Court
appointment. Yes, elections have consequences.

It is our hope the information contained in this survey will be helpful as you navigate the election
season. Unfortunately, not every candidate found the survey worthy of his or her time. It is
particularly disappointing when candidates run for office under the conservative brand, yet shy
away from publicly affirming their prolife beliefs. I would urge extreme caution in supporting any
candidate who is unwilling to articulate his or her prolife credentials during the campaign...lest
they be unwilling to stand for life when the need arises.

The final two pages are the endorsements from the KY Right to Life Victory PAC. This
information targets candidates for state office (State Representative, State Senator, etc.) and
select judicial races. I know, it's a lot of information - but it's important.

For LIFE,

Corey Koellner
Executive Director



Jefferson County Attorney
Mike O'Connell

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic

Additional Info:  It should be noted Mike is defending the Louisville
buffer zone ordinance in court as Right to Life seeks legal remedies.incumbent



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Jefferson County Clerk
Barbara "Bobbie" Holsclaw

I have been an event attendee and supporter
of RTL Louisville for 26 years.

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  100%

Party:  Republican

incumbent



Jefferson County Clerk
Tina Ward-Pugh

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Survey Score:  n/a
Additional Info:  Tina responded to our email requesting she complete
the survey by indicating, "I will not be seeking your endorsement."



Jefferson County Sheriff
John Aubrey

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic

incumbent



Metro Council - District 1
Tammy Hawkins

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic



Metro Council - District 3
Keisha Dorsey

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

incumbent

Survey Score:  n/a

Additional Info:  It should be noted Keisha voted in favor of the buffer
zone established in 2021.



Metro Council - District 5
Donna Purvis

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Survey Score:  n/a

Additional Info:  It should be noted Donna voted in favor of the buffer
zone established in 2021.incumbent



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 7
Michael Parrino

Sister Visitor Center, St. Albert the Great, 40
Days for Life, Derby City Sailing Club

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  100%

Party:  Republican



Metro Council - District 7
Paula McCraney

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic

Additional Info:  It should be noted Paula voted in favor of the buffer
zone established in 2021.incumbent

Christopher Thieneman

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Independent



Metro Council - District 9
Alexandra Martindale

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Republican

Andrew Owen

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic



Metro Council - District 11
Kevin Kramer

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Republican

Additional Info:  It should be noted Kevin voted against the buffer zone
established in 2021. He faces no opposition this election cycle.

Survey Score:  n/a

incumbent



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 13
Dan Seum, Jr.

none provided

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  100%

Party:  Republican



Metro Council - District 13
Mark Fox

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Additional Info:  It should be noted Mark voted against the buffer zone
established in 2021.

Survey Score:  n/a

incumbent



Metro Council - District 15
Jennifer Chappell

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Democratic



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 17
Kent Hall

Northeast Christian Church, Bethany Baptist
Church

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  90%

Party:  Republican



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 17
William Bezoenik

none provided

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  60%

Party:  Independent



Metro Council - District 17
Markus Winkler

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Survey Score:  n/a

Additional Info:  It should be noted Markus voted in favor of the buffer
zone established in 2021. He faces no primary opposition.incumbent



Metro Council - District 19
Anthony Piagentini

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Republican

Additional Info:  It should be noted Anthony voted against the buffer
zone established in 2021. He faces no opposition this election cycle.

Survey Score:  n/a

incumbent



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 21
Betsy Ruhe

none

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  10%

Party:  Democratic



Metro Council - District 21
Stephen Dattilo

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Republican

Survey Score:  n/a

John Witt

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Independent

Survey Score:  n/a



Metro Council - District 23
Jeff Hudson

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Republican

Additional Info:  It should be noted Jeff had no primary opposition, and
his opposition in November has withdrawn.

Survey Score:  n/a



1) If you were in a position to do so, would you support a Human Life Amendment to the

Constitution that would, with respect to the right to life, treat as “persons” all human beings,

born & unborn, regardless of age, health or condition of dependency?

2) If you were in a position to do so, would you support the repeal of the ordinance (O-179-21)

establishing the "buffer zone" utilized outside the EMW abortion facility?

3) Do you support the complete removal of federal, state and local tax funds from the abortion

industry?

4) Would you decline supporting any candidate for legislative or political office, regardless of

party, because of his/her pro-abortion (“pro-choice”) position?

5) Do you oppose punishing the child by opposing abortion in cases of rape or incest? 

6) Are you opposed to chemical abortions known to prevent the newly created human from

attaching (implantation) to his/her mother’s womb or medications that cause the woman’s body

to expel her developing child in the early stages of life?

7) Would you support a legal prohibition on all human cloning, which is the cloning of human

embryos either for reproduction or research?

8) Would you support measures to protect living human embryos (e.g. in-vitro fertilization) from

being used for medical experiments?

9) Do you believe that cognitively disabled people in a persistent vegetative state have the right

to receive nutrition and hydration?

10) Would you reject any attempt to overturn current Kentucky law prohibiting assisted suicide

and oppose efforts to legalize euthanasia?

Metro Council - District 25
Khalil "Charlie" Batshon

First Church of the Nazarene, Southeast
Christian Church

Prolife Experience:

Yes      No

Survey Score:  80%

Party:  Republican



Metro Council - District 25
Amy Stewart

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Additional Info:  It should be noted Amy voted in favor of the buffer
zone established in 2021.

Survey Score:  n/a

incumbent



Mayor of Louisville
Bill Dieruf

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Survey Score:  n/a

Party:  Republican

Craig Greenberg

none provided
Prolife Experience:

Party:  Democratic

Additional Info:  Craig is running a negative TV ad calling prolife
individuals who have contributed to Dieruf's campaign "extremists."

Survey Score:  n/a



Office Sought Candidate Party Score

Jefferson County Clerk Barbara "Bobbie" Holsclaw Republican 100%

Metro Council - 7th District Michael Parrino Republican 100%

Metro Council - 13th District Dan Seum Jr. Republican 100%

Metro Council - 17th District Kent Hall Republican 90%

Metro Council - 17th District William Bezoenik Independent 60%

Metro Council - 21st District Betsy Ruhe Democratic 10%

Metro Council - 25th District Khalil "Charlie" Batshon Republican 80%

Response Summary

The Candidate Survey is a new project of Right to Life of Louisville. Its goal is
to inform the electorate on where our local candidates stand on a range of

life issues. While the survey is an important educational resource before
the election, it's an equally important accountability tool after the election. 

rtllou.org






